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BLMC

RESIST
SACKINGS

AND

SPEED-UP!

THE MEETING held in Rinminpham bl “‘-Edli’!l.l_!
{April 2Thd), which brooghl together shop siewards in
the midor indostry on & maGoawkle scale, couold be =
nEming polni in the @ the present sirppgles il 1he whale

of the working class.
Called by the HLMCO
Shop Siewards Com-

mbtes, the mesiing
was  attended by _shop
atewards from the

priu-:-ip-_-_l matoer plints
Fords Vauxhulls ~and
Chrysler as well ns
some  from  the  car
oomponesnls - sector, Locas,
Dunlop and Smiths. The
miajor: decision  of  the
meeting wits o %2l up a
permangni el
umnfficin]  shop  stewards
organisainn for the motor
and CET components
industries,

STEWARDS

The inaugarzl ::Lq.t'lilhg
of this propossd body o
to be lozld on May 1Zth,
andl @l the main planis in
the emiusiry will be asked
1o send delegates [0 il

Already, vhe new  body
has  declared s aims iy
be: Lo Becure grester pariic-
pation  in the decisian
making in the industry,
and lo  profecl  workers

jobs . apminst short-time

apd redumdbamey. Tlig 8 &
far ery from what Lord
Stokes  wus  cathng  for
when: he  proposed &
BLMC combine stewsrds
organization to help him
‘manpue’ Lthe workfomne!

The  molar  industry
siewnnds  could  hardly
bave picked & mon: crocial
time to leave  hehind the
dijointed, un-coondinatel
strugghes of the past and
work: Tor a natienal
reaponss 1o problems that
are hitfing car workers o
every parnt of the country

In SWANSEA, 2,000
men  have  just  gocupied
the Ford plant i profest
manascment  threats  aod
provocations and apicmpls
by sedce them tn “robots™
in o new spocd-up dnve

RUTHLESS

AfF DAGENHAM (he
rithlessness of  the i
hossea can be ===n oA
while seqoence of svenis
Fords  ¢loscd  the body
plant, sending 1200 men
home, They were lodd naot
ta repon back for wiork
until May  6th? s
motipn, amd  [orther  law-
offs, Ford = cham @ were
made necessary by the
sirike o -] piar-
hangera.... And they had
ta sirike becapss Fords
hind tried Lo sack cight of
them and make the other
lent i Chic snmie work,

I'_l,-l_'l:rl.\-_:u_"'r{"_ the wsame
twa  Lhings arc - scen
tepether:  cut-backs and
apeed-up.

Al the CHREYSLER
COVENTRY works 6l
men bave been laid  off
folbowing & sieike by 150
men in the puint shop who
were  resisting o res
shuffling  of  their  johs
aumicd,  according o the
[iem, [0 “increase  ouwcput
with the same number of
men”.  With - nearly
millton o e dole, this
would be bad enough: bud
the men see clearly ihat in
the proscul state of the cur
imdustey LRl means. migin-

by PAUL
ADAMS

taming outpicl with fewer
men,

At the Fomls plant af
HALEWOOD the meon
bave received  worning
betters from  the mimige-
ment, saying there wall be
short me  working and
spckings . unless  mMore
cxpor cars are huili.

In BIRMIMGHAM at
the Rover plimt, 500
redundancies  have  been
tireatened. The alten-
ative, say BILMC, is a 3=
day week or mOore
redundancees.

Everywhere, the
comdition of the markel
king, and ths king rles
without  mercy. | The
condition of the industry
and  the presurcs | of
competition demand heavy
investment, which in tum
demands  huge  profits
Which B why ns well as
cul-backs, the bosses are
also poshing for spesd-up.

lThousands  of  car
workers are still on short
tme, Ioday weeks in soe
capes; thonsands ang  baid
off and sncked becaese
ey are told, there s oo
work for them. For the
rest, there B specd-up
because, it & claimed, mok
enough 15 being produced.
ne Fords convemor has
said  that  his  members’
work-loads were mp 509,
while another steward
thoozhi Fonds were frying
jo grel their old fve day
wirk-Jomd ool in the thres
dags they -are  working
napw !

RYDER

Mowhere s this more
clear than in the chse of
BLMC; nowhere will ihe
new  mationwide shop
stewarnds commilies be 0
fested s there

The mnow puoblished
Pyder report condd do mo
ather than blame manags-
ment [or their incptitsde
and the shareholders for
their greed. The directons
are rapped for distributing
neadly all the profits m the
form of dividends imstead
of using it for invesiment
in  the company. Bank
hormowing nt high  inierest
rates  filled the Lguidity
pap, bui undenmined the
whale  finaneial - structure
of the company. Outdated
machinery  meanl low
productivity,  And  Lhe
feport helieves, Lody  [hirl
cofmpany siruciure was
imelficient, amnd that too
many different lnes wene
produced,

Mome of thia 15  new,
Amd none of this needed &
long and deiled report
either, Mor dees any of it
imply o solution that s in
the interests of  the
workers af BLMC. Ryder
and Benn, the MNEBR
iandem, are &g all  the
press  ngrees “wmouniing &
TCSCUE  OpEration”, Bir
first preority is to make
BLMC gfficient, and that
means proditmble.
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Vietnam: Which class

will hold power now?

Every major revolotionary
viciory inm modern  hisiory hax
had workd wide effecis. In the 15
years following ithe outbreak of
Thee great French Hevolulion in
1789, there were radicul changes
right across Conlineninl Forope,
and ihe Engllsh working cluss
ruised jts hend as a facior im
litical life for the [ost time.
e Rmssian Revolution of 1917
was foflowed by working cles
revolufionary  straggles, righid
across Forope, with the role of
workers” comncils  briefly
established in Ravarie and in
Hisngary, and by a whole series
of colemial revolis. The Cuaban
revoldion of 1959-61 changed
the giﬂml fwce of Latin
Amerkea.

The stroggle in Indoching has
already  had  soch  world-wide
effects, For ten years now it has
besm a ceniral issue In world
politics. Through the movements
that w up n solidarity with
it, it ﬂs greatly acceleraied the
growth of the sevolutionary belt,
especindly in  western  Europe,
and it has deaft serious blows to
the social  stahility  of  Lhe
capitalist order in the USA

Ho Chi Minh,

The present defeats for the
greatest  imperialist war  effort
ever cannot fail to inspire fresh
struggles  throwughout the
capitalist world. Buot inspirstion
is not enouph: theoretical clanty,
an  analysis which dreawe oo
leagons; 8 crfcil wssessment, are

ako  necessary., The Coban
revolution enconraged thousinds
of people in Latin Americs fo
take uwp ihe revoluriopDary
struggls:  hut  a  [alse and
soperhicial se1  of  conclusions
drawn from the Cuohan
revolution (particolarly by Regs
Debray), glorifyving isolated rural
guetilln  warfare, led many  of
them to defeat and death.

In last weeks WOREERS
FIGHT, we described how the
military strategy of the US had
grofesquely distorted the society
of  Victoam, The VYielnamese
bourgeoisic, never wery  soludly
rooted  in productiom, has
bhecome simply that class which
reccived the lawish  oolflowings
of the US treasury. Separated
fram i1s politieal power and it
connection  with  the  state
machine, its socin] roals amoon
o very liccke.

The peasantry of Vietoam is
far  removed from  being a4
comervalive  class  of  pelly
propristors, cach one cammestly
attached to his litle plot of
lamd. His lLitgle plot of and has
been scorched by bombs  from
American B-32s, and the peasanl
himsell has been driven into @
struteic hamlel, into & refupes

camp. or into  awelling  the
armics of unemploved in the
clties.

The working class of Vietnam,
beginning 10 develop in the
1950k, was peither wery large not
very well defined before the start
of the 30 vears of war. In 1955,
fipures estimated the number of
ilusitial  woakers  in South
Vietnam at S,MEl. The nomber
bas grown slightly since, as a
certain proporion af the US ad
bhps  pereolated  chrough 1o
indusirinl development; and the
number of people wha, al ooe
peant ar ather E’usmg the course
of a vear, are industrinl workers
s probably considerably  larger
than the number in jobs at any
particular time.

Mevertheless, 1he  working
cluss a5 not large, and it shades
off mto a wvast wrmy of oDon-
productive state employees
{abowt one and 85 half miblon}

and an equally vast army of

umemp : =
Whatever the complexitica of
the strugples to come, & few

points are clenr nlready.

LS puppet Thiewr

FIRSTLY, thar the vicory ol
the liberation forces will bhriog
- amd has brought in the arcas
where @l has already trinmphesd
— immence pdvances for  the
|_';:._'||}].r_- of Indochinn, The  sscial
priorities of the US-supporned
regimes, even before  the
degradation nnd corruption  amd
savapery of the past len years,
wire sommed up in the sort nf
hgures cited in Bernard  Fall's
hook “The Two Vietpams™
between 1957 gned 1960 e
Sauth’ Vietnamese regime  built
A7 (M) square meires of cinemas
andd dance halls, az spainst 6, 34
metres ol - hoapitals; 56,000
L{IEATE TOEETER ol churches amd
pagodas, as against 3,500 square
metres of rvice mills; 425000
meires of high-rend dwellings —
And - BEOOE square melres il
schools. In Laos in 1971, in the
arens uncder goverimenl control,
thers wis g hitemcy mte of 205,
and just 1T doctors,

Since the escalation of the
war, Llhe mnfleence of the most
advanced capitalist cralisation in
Yietnam haz  produced an
uprooted  population . and @
devasiated countriysmle.

Fhe USA has sent sn muillions
upon millians of dollars to shore
up its  puppet regimes. Bt

rather than poing o the
“hearts  and minds” of the
population, an estimated 40%
simply  disappeared  inlo  the
cupaciois  bank  accoumts  af
those in power. Cher the kst
rwo yenrs, average real income

r head has dropped by 4580 0
g'cnu:h Yictnam, :

In the arcas of south Vietnam
under  stable MNLF  comtrod,
however, every wvillape bhas a
Amary scheol and 8 doctor,
E’hr pensants have been relieved
aof the most crippling burdens
imposcd on thems by the
landlords  and by the swate.
Morith Velnam has almost HKIG
Gremney; =wery sizable provincual

ceptre has a  hospital;: no-one

skafves, i
The SECOND pomt a4,

however, Chat though e

vigtories of the liberation lorces
dio - promise rTesl  oiprovemeTis
for the workers as well asz the
psants  of  Indochina, thaose
oices cannot be considered  as
working class  political  forces.
Thers have beedt gOMme Tepors
pof filled in with circomstanceal
derail — of popelar  Wprisings
accompanying - the  recent
victores of the MLF, bui it s
quite clesr thal the orentation

g e

ILE} i 3 il L

Top: Emun:luugmm
victorous K hmer Rouge as

they enter Phnom Penh;

Micklle: Student weves flag

of the campus of Kent State
Lindvearsity, Ohio, In a protest
against the war n Indoching.
Minutes (ater gix students wara
shot doad by the Mational Guand,
Bottonr, "Calley’s Oitch” whars
scores of South Vietnamese were
massacred by = American patrol
in the village of My Lai;

Insat Khmer Aouge soldier.




of the NLF & oot towards the
sell mohilisation of the working
class as an independent class,
the peasantry — bt
g military-hureancratic
methods.
Come mevolutionares  have
the Vielnamese
¥ wihich
leads the WNLF — has made a
decigive bresk from Stalinism,
and most be considered a3 an
effective revolutinnary  socialisi
mr_ even though confused ancd
ered by Stalinist hangovers.
There & nodhing unthinkablke
in principle in the idea of a
Commumst  Party making @
decisive shilt from Stahnism fo
the deft. 1t is certminly a fact that
the Vietnamese Communist
Party has quite a different
putlook from the British or the

French Commuiist parties, for
exgmple. Iostead o finding a
cogy niche for isell in_ the
established system, & has. @
record  of continped  heroic
strmgeic

Bui the simple fact of militant
giruggle, important though 3t 15,
‘dowes mot outweigh the rest of the
VCP's record. ore 1930 the

pp round He Chi Minh
F;lnlnntd s policy of attempliog
to build up influence gradually
it & notionalist movermnent — in
fine with Stalinist policy of the
time. Adapting to the Stalinist
Shird period” policy, they turmed
fram that mot only to forming
an independent Commumnist
Party, but 1o ulira=keft
gdveniures which were bloodily

gedd, like the® ‘peasand
goviets’ of 1931

From 1936 the Comminist
Party followed the Popular
Froni policy and dropped the
depmnd eoven for  national
independence. During the war,
while oppsang Vichy  French
impevialism, it allied with the
Americans and with the Ciaullist
French. From 1943 fo 1947 it
again dru its demand for
pational independence; in 1945¢
46, the VOP welemed Biitish

5Y

THE struggle o overthrow the
Lon Aol megime in  Coembodia
pegen with the coup of March

1970 For over fwe years
iously thers had been
noraasing  tansion  betwean

Sihpnouk and the pro-US forces
guch &8 Lon Mol
AL tha time ol the Japanese
withadrawesl in 1845,
independence  was  declared 0
Cambodia as in Leos ard Wigtnarm.
But British troops Swilthy irvared,
ard from 1846 to 1964 Cambeden
wiag  imvolved in the  Indoching
wear, An alliance was astablished
batwaan 1he natignalist
movemends — the Vietmish, the
Lao lesara in Laos, and the Khmer
|Is=arak in Cambodia, The Ehmer
w was founded in this pariod,
.;.rgmull-,- ag part of the vielminh
inanauk, sho had Bean
monarch since 1941, used the
Ehmer Rouge ‘threat’ o persuade
France o granl irdependanca at
Ganeva in 19464,

Admitted

Sikgnouk  seered 8 careful
‘neuiralist” Hne for 16 yaars. and
agrnad  himaaf Handi's spproval
amnd the suspersion  of  1he
Corvinnigt Perty's  independent
activity, Thes neutralist policy was
possible because of the lack o
axplcsive social  anaganisems 0
the country, Most peasants awn
thair mwn land, ihera i litte
ghortage of lard and thare ave
fenw larga lendowners. There i

litthe  industry  beyond  the
I;Eﬂl' planiations, Freach-ownad
hafora their natonalisation by the
GRUMNE kasi July.

in 1964,  howaver, by
pationalising  all  foreign trade.
Sihanouk created a pgroUping
rich opponemts whe had lost thein
gouree of nesme The LUwniced
Stawms also becama  kecreasingly
concarned aboul the possibie usd
of Carbodia as a Supply routs
from north to south Yietnam and
as & sale retveat for the Matianal
Libaration Frarnl.

1967,

From  smarky armad

troops  in, irbed to pet An

ent with the French, and
muordered  Trowskyists  and
pationalists who fonght agninst
this policy. Only from 1952 did
the YOPF resume o poelicy of

Madane Binh -
In north Viemam, capitalsm

apd  imperialism have  beem
eliminated, and SECIGUE

improvements - secured  for  the

people of the couniry. As o
workers”  stare, it 1w buorea-
cratically deformed, with o

workers' democracy, or, imdeed,
gy aort of democracy excepl
the most paternalistie. A e
hundred Mowers’ poriod in 1956
was met by swifl repression.
When strugghe began again i
the south in 1958, the north was
very slow o give ad.  Their
methods of  negotiation  have
plways been  those of  secret
dipbomacy. Even oow, they
support  menarchist  coalition
regimes in Laos and Cambodia,
and advocate coalition 1 South
Veelnam., (The PRG = m laet
itsell & cowlition  government,
though the bourgesss represent-
atives im if are more o loken of
the VOPs willingness 1o make
cOnCEssions 1o capilalist
elements than a real socinl force.

Erugghe bagan  in

3 Battambang
province, and teo o years  later
Sihanouk admitted thet some
praas  wera  cortredled by tha

Khemar Fiouge, Tha right wing was
getting stronger i Phnom . Penh,
and Khieu Samphan, Hou Youn

g Hu Mim, the presant leaders
of tha Khmer Rouge, find the city
bl wI'!EurE they had prevegusly been
deputsas in the National Assembly

ared _juirled Lthe magquis
_Slh..'mnuk 5 rfoaction o the
IMCTEaEI Mg canflicis was 1o

denaunce the guerilfas g “fereign
provocation’’

Protests
Calchwelh B Lek Tan's ook
"cambedia  in g South  Easd

Asign War'', mainly dewabed 10 the
mast  ridiculous . apelogetics  for
Sihanouk. rersarks with 8 puzzied
air aboul this period: "kt is eecbra-
ardinary  And  ineaplicable - that
Sihanopuk pormitied  himzall
gradunlly 1o become isolaed from
weary force in Cambodia  excepl
ther gatrama rightl.” Sihanoudk gwen
cordoned U bur‘ﬂhln? avar
Cambodia in 1965 and 18970

Bui, for the =ake ol having &
refiably  and eaplicith pro-LUE
regirne, B ooup — evidanily backad
by the ClA — caarthrew Sihanouk

THE
WAR

MWome of this i cause for
demying the imporance of the
viLories the  Khmer Rouge
aned the MLF, or for failing to
welcome  those vietories. I s,
however, cause  for a eritiesl
appronch.

The programme of the aclive
democracy of workers' coumcils
still remains o be fought for in
Indoechina and the
Communist Parties will fight ool

for,  bul againslt, ihat
programme, Workers'
democracy 8 ned  just  soooc

ideal, inesential finishing touch
it i winel for any concept of

pocialism  bevond & miserable

bureauceatic-reformst level

Those, like the Intérnational
Marxist  Group [Fed  Weskiy)
who present the NLF and the
Khmer Rouge as revolatiomnary
profetarian forces (with perhaps
yarious political weakoesses and
coplusions) are gravely JI:-u.:-m%
the elementary programme of
workers' power. To say that one
should pot disdsin to recopnise
a rewolmtion hecause it doesnl
fit the "morms’ 15 ot thing to
chop those ‘morms’ down 1o
miiserable  proporiions: for  the
gake of fitting the accomplished
fmet, 15 amother

The effect is thal concspts
simply bose all precise meaning.
The NLF or the Khmer Rouge
can be characierised a3
probetarian, working class foroes
peither on the reality of thewr

litics, mor on the reality of
their social hase, bui . oaly
through the most metaphysical
pomSlructions.

Curiously, i is not only in the
IM(is paper, but also in 158
Sociglizt Worker that we Tind a
guite uncritical assessment of the
revolutionary  victories  in
Indochina. Given that IS has the
theory. that countries like Worth
Vietnam, or the Soviet Union,
are “iate capitalist”, one would
expect razor-sharp coriticism of
the asplvant ‘stale  capitalisg
clasges’ of South Viemnam  and
Cambodia. Mot 8 word of it

whils ha was on & wisit 10 Peking.
in March 1970, Sihanouk and the
Khmer Aouge imemadiately joined
wgethar  to  form  1he FLUMNE
{Matonal LUnity From of Cambodag)
and, six woeks laber, the GRLINE
{Roval Government  of Mazional
Unigy Unity of Cambodial

Fior his parl, Lon Mol had Saigoen
roops o Cambodia  within ba
days of the coup. Massive us
bombings also fellowed, arousing
warld-wide proiests, But  slready
by Juna the GRAUNE caimed 10
capiral half tha country.

Tha Lon Mol regime  neser
manafed o conguer any popular
base, enven of the feable =6 the
Thigu regime. hed in south
vigtnam. An irdicetion of the
cofmuptinn  amel  chaos  wias Lon
MNal's anneuncement in Ducambier
1872 that 100,000 of his
aupposedly 250,000 sirong  arey
pwigted only on poper, 8o that
their ‘commanders’ coukl pocke
the extra wagas, it was asiimaled
that 30000 of the  remaining
150,000 might ba nan-existance

fom And, begsdes, not @l the
soldiarg that did exist recewed
their pay.

Alrondy im WMay 1972, Khmar
Aaisga remg  weRre  eniaring
Phnaom  Penh.  Deamonstralions,
mainky  of students,  repeatedly

demanded 1he resigration of Lon
Mol But afer the signing aof iha

The term ‘state capitabism® does
not even  appear in 1&%s
reportags on Indochina

To spell oul a State capilalist

analysis  would resent  sodRe
tho theoretical  problems.
Should  they  Iogical !d'r', for
exnmple, understan ihe
fundameninl  natore  of the
struggle in mdochina e be a
clash  between Buossan  “state

capitalist® “imperialism”™ a0 o0e
hand, and American impenalism
on the other® That would mean
socinlists could Dot on grinciple
support  cither  side. (This  was
their posation duning the Korean
war.)

Bt in fact the real reasons for
15% approach ans probably  pod
thowe  theoretical problems,
which they conld with ingenuily
cvade

in the first place,
doesn'i care wery much, The
week of the  wictory n
Cambodia, they gave il just
sight obscure column inches on
page L In fact they have a
mechanigtic fatalism about  the
giruggle o the ‘third warld,
which Nows lopgieally from 157
‘ghate cnpialist’ theory “yrell,
fl's as pood as voo can eXpect
for  Victnam™, Mor do thay
apprecusie  the

1% simply

impact of the

Parls Mccords In Janusry 1873
the US set itsall 1w the biggest

avgr bombing  Bssault  on
Cambodia. cantinuing until
domiestic pressure forced a halt in
Agigust

Lon Nol's area of conirol had by
1973 been virwally reduced o
Phnom Penh. In the drg Season
jraughly January to Sepiember] of
1874, the Ehmer Rouge teghimmed
thwir 11-rip\. O April 1 Th this year,
the Lon Mol regime  finally
eollapsad and the Khmer Fougs
tok pwar Phnom Penh

Sinca then reports have bean

Workers Frght Mo g, p.3

revolutioniry  struggles  in
Incloching  in the advanced
camitalisl cownlrics.

ui there = a second, crmder
reason for I8 to keep its theory
to isclf: a blimt description of
Morth Vietnam as siale caprilaiisi
would probably shock many ol
I15's nower members  who
unedocated in 15% theoay, heid
to the dominant Jefi wing vie
that it 1x some sort of socilisdg

state, Rather thas  come  oald
sharply and honetls with s
argements, IS5 prefers o drifl
with the Hde cepeiially when
there's a chancs ol ng & slick
*public  celatioms ob  Tor
‘revolulion .

But the task of Marxisis s

ned 60 do o public relations job
for rewolutions elsewhere, but 1o
think critically and 1o light for
solidarity. We do not give the
PRG o the GRUNK our
political confidence moany esnse.
Nevertheless  we  support  them
unconditionally in their fight Lo

feee  their  countric:  from
American  ompenishism and s
chent  pepimes.  We  shoald
demand  thar he  Lahdwr

Government iecoenisos the PREG
and the GRUNE and provides
immediate aid withouwl sifings o
assisy i the reconstructson of
their war-devastated connires.

scanty, indicating only that the L

Ehmer Rouge 8 atbempting b
fsugciuate seme of the population
of the city, While this is me doubt
connacted with the wish af the
Khmer RAouge 190 mainiain
buregucratss control, i1 alsa makes

LAOS — PHONY UNITY IS BREAKING DOWN

Tha l:'l!ranﬂ:rl. possible  pofitcal
it ko s owigted’' in LADS
since tha 1873 cessafire
sgreamant, with the comtending
forcas — the Royel Lao Govern-
ment and the Pathel Leo —
mitting  togother in & tormal
ocosliton, while their respaciive
mmed orgonisations  in fact
ratain conteod of different zones

of the couriry.
Princa Bouvenna Phouma
continues as  Prime  Mindstar,

whils Prince Souphanouning, &
lsadar of the Pathet Loo, sits ae
hiz deputy. Equal armed forces
froen both sides are siathonad in

thes major city of Vientiane, bat
im the political sphera ihe wold

Royal Lao  right  wingers
dominate — as the !Iullnn:l
Assambly, elected while the

Royal Lap Gowernmant atill had
sole  power, has stayed N
sxistence, and thers haven't
bean new slectlons since  the
caanafine.

Mow thiz weeind and tenious
gat-up |8 boegmning o orack.
Thare hawe bean struggles over
the comtrol of particulor areas,
with tha Pathet Lao  libaration
forces gaining. In the lust tao
wabhs, the King — yes, them's

still & Wing prasiding over it allf
— has mpoeded io  the long
standing demand of the Pathet
Leg for the dissoletion of tha
Mationsl Assambly, and thers
hawve besn recent mporis  of
widespread gutbreaks of warfars
bataaan the Foynsl Leo and the
Pathat Len forces.

With the HKhmar Rouge
wictorious  Im  Cambeedia, and
Theeu resigning in Wistnam, the
siuation will become more and
morg lsvourable tor  the Pathet
Lao to take the offenaive.

Jahn Starling

sensa simply in terms of feeding
thep population. At bwo million, tha
papulation of Phnoan  Penh weds
masgivaly saoilen beyend what
the city could hodd [in 1962 s
popuintion was $00,000). 90% of
these crowded o Phnom Pedh
had o amploymeant. Mot tra least
menedit of tha  Khmer Hasge
viciory will be 1he restoration of
acene aart af marrnal aconcmic fifa,

The futora  relations behaessn
the Ehmei Fouge and Sihanouk
are unclear. Sihanouk himsetl has
gajid repratedly (hat the Kb
Roupe Ara the masters ard be is
merely 8 figurehead, bur “Sihan
pdkisis” ard an smporfant positicns
in the GRUNEK. The fate and
direction of the new regime will
dopend  Fepwily - on  events  in
Wwiginam.

MartinThomas

e
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PORTUGAL: ONE YEAR AFTER THE FALL OF CAETANO

Workers create their own

democracy

THE Armed Forces Movemen! have reganded it s their “hadge of
honour™ that elections would be beld in Portugal “within the year.
Indeed, this was one of the few clearly defined elements in the much-

vaumied *Programme of the AFM™,

Accordingly, some 6 million
people wi_ﬂ@bc poing b0 the polls b
on Frday Apnl 25th, the first Y
anniversary of the coop that AXINE LANDIS
epded 48 years of  [ascism n
Portugal. But there are W0 pame of working class
IMmgHIANL  (CAS00ns '1\-']1}" _lbl'-'ﬁ‘f democracy, but rather bocause,
elections, for a Constituenl pven the combativity of the
Aszembly, are mot as significant  working clas in ik face o
as  thew Lﬂi.ELhL in  other esconomic conditions which  the
CIrpEMmSances, be. government 15 hille able to
The first i thai, though the alleviate, (e AFM fears that a

Constituent  Assembly 15 bhan
elected  for the purpose o
drafting 8- new comslitation, the
main Hnes of such a Constitot-
jon have already been agreed
beiween the lorgest parties and
the AFB.

Arcording to this, the AFM
will retain its ‘watchdog’ roke n
Portugucse politics for a peniod
of =3 ta 5 wyears after the
elections, with the power of veio
over “lower bodies” in a pyramid

sysbent,
At the top of this will be the
Presidency. Then 1he  Revol-

utionary Council of the AFM,
thien the assembly of delegates of

the AFM: nnd, right at the
bottom, an  clected  Lepsktive
Assembly,

Bourgeois commentatars have
dwell on the fact that This set-
up, demnsted by Army men,
Bnt  what ohe ‘expects .of
bourgesis  democracy;  and  on
ﬂh:lil-:ilha:j.tmanfmm_waa
sewn  up  before the  elections
ook place.

ASSERT

But while lamenting the pood
condition of Poriugals parl-
munentary democracy, these

wrilers have had tew words Lo
any aboul the rapid and wide-
sprend growth of working clmss
cmacracy in Pormugal — which,
far more than the AFM's
manoewvies, has gone o reduce
the significance of thess elections.

By taking more and more
E'herﬂ'_'.. of sociy] and industoal

e inio  their own hands,
workers are  gradoally.  begin-
ming o ersde  the power
af the Portoguess

capitalist state. Its wril stops a
the gate of many factores; its
control over parts of the army is
ienoous; il makes littke or no
attempt to assert the properly o
{formallt uphokts, when workems
are taking over kand or cmpty
hnnses.

Workers” Commiltess in the
factories directly repressnt every
worker Trom cantesn, office and
shop floor.  Nelghbourhood
asgemblics are now heing sl up
waell. with  waorking  people

;.:I:I:Ing rapether [0 oruanise their
own  wellare (== below). In
sOfe Ay regiments,  notably
the Fiest  Artillery (RAL 1),
degisiona are. tlaken and
fesobations passed by masgs

meetings of all renks, Ships
the Mavy have set up democracic
councils fo run  them, Village
peuple decule together what to

i with unised Jand.

TENSIONS

This may ast be “demoeracy™
ag British MPs concsive of it, or
A% Gunrdinn journaliscs
recopnise it But in one shart
vear, ihe Porugusse  working
claas - has  created more  real
democsacy than British workess
have seen in a hifetime of woting

in local, Genersl and  union
elections.
mevertseless. of  course,  the

empsculstion by the AFM ol the
bourgesis clectoeal process, and
the collaboration of the
powerful Commumst Party m
this, doesn't bode well for the
Poriuguese  working  clasa, i
certpinly hpsn't been done in the

free-flowing parliamentary

democracy ' could  incresse  the
letgkions  and  conlromiabions,
mther than help to  cpeate
stability,

In peneral, they  protably still
fear the right wing most; it has

tried -already b mount  two
connter-coups, it has gone in for
a -wide wvamety of ecohomic
sahoiape and if his  powerful
allies 1t intzroatisnal

capitalism’s “warnor® bodics like

NATO and the Cla. The old
fasrist orgenisations  are ol
conrse  hanped,  as ane many

right wing pariies. Bul many of

their msembers have locked mito
the CIE, the rght wing parly
which s still legal and which is

expected  too doo well in o the
chections, = ;
However, the AFM has nmot

confined s attacks o the nght,
"'F_}i:.

1 5?'?.\.
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12 parties contested
the elactions

Two lefi  wing  orEanisations
were banned ut the stam of the
election the AL and
MREFPPF: 1 MEFF members

were arrested af Lhe ams.

More threateming  Das hl.‘l::!'.l
EOVEITImET] indervension in - Lrade
unton affairs, The Trade Union

Law of Fehroary was  passed
with the imfeEn i uf
strengihening the official Inter
smadical  Trade Upion  structurs
s against the  Workers'
Cpmmiiiees, According (o this
law, omly rade wrion delegales
are rechprsed as  Fepresenting

occupled by it workforce, and
weorkérs' cdemmitteas g alactad
to run them, there is & growsng
aurmibar of examples of workers
mohilisieg on 8 nelghbourhood
basis in order (0 take conteol of
opthar armas which affect their
lhves such as haalth, transport,
educatbon 8t Mousinkdg.

Im & coamtry where owver 2
millipn paopls e n slums and
Bhanty lowins, houses oré
longer beng allowed to atand
ompty, Thay are baing oocupsed

and broad-bassd neighbourhood

#ssmmblies  are all  behind a
mowemand through wihizh
hundrads  of hoises and

basilddings  mither unusad oF WiE-
ussd have bwmean occupied and
‘Irll:l:l.'ln-rmm,s it NUTsSErias,
sochEl - contres,  clinics,  old
pEopke s capipes and & fmultitude
of other PUnposes fmilornd to tha
medds of tha commurily,

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO

Porivguese working o/ass on nsl Sunday's march e
redabemin the Frsr yesr snce fhe end of fascism o

Banner  of e

Porlogpal  The Solfideety  Campagn

knoesdecge of the achions of Ne Pornquase workers
amsang Brilish wrkers, and get pledges of salidarity

L‘E:Iﬂftgﬂuese

i

acfion  Thearg  i§
Fu

spedkar  down
Exgearive That a

arns fo spresd

i A
a8 wvery real darger  of AATO

WHerventioe against i wonking class of Portugel
aog he Campagn i urgimy e weaoensts aed
socralisls fo ooyl Shelr orgemEsliens o opoasirar
such action. Send capes of such reselelions fe Hhe
Campaign at 18 Fleaf Hosd, London N3 iovie
to yowy  hranch,  Sugrest

[E R T
Carm s spéfvkpr  adorEss  pour

Anvwal Conferance, and sfifieie fo the Campaigr

L]

Lefl wing parties, trade unions

whereas  on the
Committess, all
in the workplace
whatever their wnwon (and the
pon-members 1o} nre
represented, thus bridging all the
psal  divisons of grade and
trace. Moreover, the trade unwon
delegates as  recognised by the
law are seen a8 represcolalives
nat of the shop floar members,
bist of the Union Execufive's
alicy, which pould mesn 1hal
'ﬁ:’t&gan‘:: wonld he  bound L6
oppose  the  washes. of  the
workers who had elected them,
In such a case {uolike on the
warkers' committees)  there
would bz oo chapce Tor the
workers to recall their deksgates

SURGE

In the case of the Chemical
Workers Union, the military and
the Minsiry of Labour actually

workars,
Workers”
winrkers

intervened  tn depose  the
Fxecutive which Wil
sympathetic to the AOC (one of
the  porties  later  banned],

arrested several of its members,
and ipstigated new elections in
the upion with * the aim - of
installing a rival grouping which
supports the dominanes ol the
Intersindical.

There has besn as Vet mo
overnll, heavy-handed allempt 1o
lead off the prsat surpe’ forwacd
of the Portuguess working clus.
I such an attempl was made,
how: would the workers and
their pewly formed organisations
e up to it?

[here is no o doohting the
wvpgmeur, e creafiviey  and e
cliss  conseiguspess ol Lhe
workere” muovemsnt. And  Every

day  hoings  pew  sections  into
action, impelled by & tighiening
conomie screw  and eager (o
join the strugele. Bud ps yet this
sponlanecis, QUEsting WpsurEe i
frgmentad and onco-ordinated.
Thers is ne aothortative leader-
ship that is honestly commitied
te  the self-activity of the
worrking class. There s, on the
hand, a lendemship with o lacee
measure  of  authorily,  the
Coapsaupsd, Paiy,.. which. s
committed o harmessing  and
limiting the warkers
revedmtionary energy. M i two-
faced, treacherous and powertul
And it s ruthless: alrendy the
CP Minister of  Labour  bast
SUMNBIEE SCOC M EToofE  against
strikers wha, the Parly claimed,
were playing into the hands of
the Ripght, I workers' mmbitus
were formed, the CP is not
ahove =ending troops to disarm
them hy loree, as ity sister-party
did in Spain in May 1937,

The Portugees: working  class
lsas dangerows enemies, not least
those who claim 1o be keading it
to socmlsm.  Bor  chere  ane
opporumtes, oo, for consolul-
ating the advances the workers
have made.

Wiorkers are abandoning the
Commumst  Pary,  with  1is
conslant strctires on Zrass roots
working class organisalion aod

siruggle, and its limited
rspective  of & mangled
holEgeois  democricy.  presided

pver by @ wvapoe and wnpredict-
able collection of officers and by
its own burcancrihe apparatus.
[hey are mirming mensasingly
fo the  mvaluliopary  groups
whose  ceniral  platlorm is the
drengthening, arming  and

~PORTUGUESE WORKERS TAKE MATTERS INTO

AS OME factory after snother is

THEIR OWN HANDS

On the Bth March & geaaral
mssamdsly of docal residents in
Porta decidan to oooupy a
house complax of 24 flats
owwned b the  Ministry = ol
Justicn, which had stood empty
for 15 yaars,

I Cascaia, & suburk at Lishson,
local workers have occupied sn
sxclusive sports club and formed
a local residents” commities to
rur i1 &8 & day nursery.

In Breiras o8 Ciima, 8 mansion

balonging 1o an  absentes
landownal was takon  OVar o
27th March by becal  peopla,

They hove formed s commities
to trapaform it into B clin:,

nursery, Ccinama Al eultural
cariing

In  Lisbon, workers i#n the
Poriugusss Instituia of

Rhsumaiology convearged on 8
building in the city cantre, smpty
for 9 years, and in it ane satting
up 8 proper therapy centre lor 8
disease which up until mow was
treated  in  Portugal meraly oy
drugs

Anothar  wm building  in
Lisbon, the dilapidated Francfort
Hotel, empty for bwo yaars, was
the tmrget of the Lisbon shop
waorkere wivo oocupied it on Tha
Fih April. They organised groups
of workars 1o claan It mepair it
and o guard it by nighi. Thoy
lasued 0 cEvumunigue steting tha
sim® ol the pccupation. Thay
imtend 1o Greate T...B nursary,
library, canteem  and  COWERGN
rogm s wharg - workers  Gan
distugs, read and in  different
ways create a  bertter cliss
conscisuaness, & better politicsl

knitting topether of the working
class  democratic  ofgans  in
preparation for a workers' take-
over of Porluguese society,

The contrast in outleok can
be seen most cleardy i we
compare fthe ‘successes’ of the
Communist Parmy aod of the
Lefi. The CPs  soocesses  are
such things as its control of the
apparatus of the Interaindical,
its miniserial posts in a non-

takeover of arcas  of ol
government by behind the scenes
Ml AOEUYTEE.

ABOLISH

L success=s of the Lefl, om
the olber hand, are such achisve-
ments as the formation of the

Inter-empresas, . a  body  which
brings topgether the orkers’
Committecs  of 40 Lichon

factories, Another recent SUoGEsE
for the Left was n conference
laat weckend oftended by Tepres-
entatiwes ol 150 Warkers'
Commiliecs t‘u"I;"Id : r;':h_l:t:

nisations, which decla tis
?'T:J.IIFH gs the establishment of
permapent - aviel-lype  Councils
bringing  together  factory
pommitiees, neighbouwr hood
asgcmblies and saldiers’
debepates; the arming of  the
workers; and the restructufing of
the army (o abolish renks and
catablish  densocsatic  majority
comnlral in the arrmy.

The confercnce was called by
one of the groups the CP would
like to deride as ‘marginal’. Bu
if ideas like these pet established
in the working class nnd wcted
ppon, it could be the CP, and
Porluguese - capitalism  wath iL.
that 1% pushed into the margm.

contiousness and & batlar spirit
of G- Ofaralion. "

In Cosroios, asoother Suawry

hoiel was occupied  on  Teh
March by locpl people. A
member of the occcupation
oommittee  commentsd:  'The

wworking poople will devote their
tima to ftransforming this
lusurious hotel complex of the
rich into & place for worhers to
enjoy  themselves intc a
peoples canieen, a child came
cantre, and an aold  peoples
canirg. The waorkers went o
show their exploitars and prowe
to  themselees that they am
capable of solwving thair own
probbarms. "’

Mot anly empty buildings, bar
lpcal services, especially clinics
and hospitals, have beoon
mquisitioned by neighboushoeod
commitieas, who through them
are rufAnip &8 peophes [ haalth
SdIreice S to the neads of the
kel community .
from OUR COMMON STRUGGLE,

ngwsiariar af PWCT




“Common Market Lefts’’ show their true

colours

befors
of the Scottish TUC.
What a picture of the Labouwr
left this represants| They
damand & moognition of Thadr
“working class credentials by
ing =sbout tha Common
Market. but when an ssus doas
arise which i truly a class issue
thae — thera s wirtualby
& complata silence from  them,
And Helter. the martyr of the
Markat, who fell impelled to
spenk out last weesk. this weeh
falls silam

SUBSIDIES

Dinly two Labour MPs spoke in
tha Budget debate 0 the
Commaons, Sten Thoerne (MP for
Praston South] and Bob Cryer
[MP for REeighley]l. Cwite rightly
Stan Thore pointed oul  that
““gha only real comiribution thet
thes Govarnmeni gre anxious to
make ai this st ssems To ba

by Jack Price

and by forcing up unemploymant
e Wo used some grandiose
words i the alection manifesto.
We spoke about bringing abowt
‘g fundamental and irevarsible
shift in 1ha balance of weealth m
favour of the working peopbe and
thair families’. In wihat way 15
what iz proposed now by thae
Chancellor of the Escheguer
likety to achieve this alm? In my
wiewr, it will ot pchiees it

IMPORTS

Bob Cryer had soma  fun
recalling a repost In the Daily
Mail about the ‘tough life”
faced by Mearks and Spencer helr
Josl Lerner. “He flad British
shores because of] the iax
situation... After renting wilas
around the contmant he fnally
ok up residence in Monis
Cado™, |eaving behind " a
£280, 000 estate n Berkshire
Al tha time the sverasge full-tme
earnings for male manual
workers wers 48 B3 per weak
pnd for full-time female workers
EZT & waek .. The miner and
the railwayman might well kel
paiance of the rafler and
Auditor Goneral, for  iRstance,
who has had an increasa fromm
£16,600 o £18. 5040,

Cryer  could sueggest @E an
ahtgmativa to the Budget was a
programma  of | it contrals
But that was all the TRIBUNE
group had as an afternative. And
Cryer wd ona of the fear Tribasn-
ity who spoke out &t all. Almost
ewary one of them memained
silemt  &nd trooped  inbe  the
lobbies dutifully to support the

at.
Sems of the left's responsss
remained more or lezs  privats,

thie
redative obscurity of a Labur

pitackad the Bwdgst In

MPs
L.

Worse atill. when the Scottlah
TUC, mestig on Wednesday
16th, declared that the Bu ot
was warioualy “the death kKn :
“the funeral osation” and the
“death oration™ . of the Social
Contract, it wes the Left's ebiar
gtatesman Fool who was thers
o defend i On the day

mesting. Most remainsd

body demying “‘that the Social
Contract i5 dend and destroyed”
and defsnded the Governmant at
all points.

Those seamtnentalists  who
regeret  the passing of Foot's
rhetorie in the Commimdns Budget
idehates {when he regularly rose
i tear into the Chancellor of the
Excheguer] msed not moum  tha
In“h.-l ail‘upelh;lr: he's  atill
apabin on e Budget ...
Hlllngﬁ“ i hig life doponded

slashing food subsidies. by Al good swif, though not For instance Sydney Hidwell following the STUC's rejection onit
:r.-m.ng up taxes, by lifting prices  exsctly fighting talk. For all  Tribume  group chalrman, of the Budget he sddressed that
—

AMRIT WILSON reviews
Satyajit Ray's new film

DISTANT
THUNDER

DISTANT 'I'HIJHDEH_El_r:;H Lphh
Satynjiit Ray's “poli %
m.l;t'- because he has bean urged
by admirars and chellengesd by
critics o produce  at  last
something  politically relevant.
And wery few subjects could ba
as melevant 10 Indis todoy af
that of the Bengsl Famine of
1943

1 &m an edrmdirer of RAay's filma.
For me he can convey the inlensa
beauty of momenis, making them
a3 personal ns a deeam — B gl in
a8 swing in e moonlight in Tres
Da wrs, scenes of childhood in
Pather Panchal Distant Thundar
falls far balow Aay's best films in
this respact.

Bui as a paliscad Tilm i€ 15 no
Enedl @n a

it i the sory [based bike the
Apu trilogy on a novel by Babhud
Banerji} of a young brahmin,
Sopumstra Chaiterfi, and his wife
Babita in a remaie village during
the spproach and earbest days of
the famine. The price of roe goes
wp,  the Iocal merchant  hoards
sorma of i1, finally rice is no longar
available and peepla begin 1o
Staree.

Famine — made
in Britain
The wvillsge people don’t knos
wiwy |t |8 all happendng. and tha

fact that Ray himself knows s
sugpested anly ﬂm-Fh 8 chanca
C

remal  from A awnish  ald
brabirmin from another willage, wha
garys  that the Britsh have losi

Burrma o the Japaness =so that
Burrmesa 8 18 2 no longer
gwaiphla, and what rica thare ig in
Bangal has besn requisitioned  to
feed the roops. That one remark
I& sl we are ever told of can Sea
as ta the causes of the Bengal
famina — herdly adequate Tor an
lndian sudiegnce, let alone British
wiEwag 1o whorn lhe causes ard
pffects of ohar conamMpoOrany
calamitens, wnrelated 1o Britain,
areé much better known than those
of the Bengal lamira for which
British mparialism was dimecihy

raapanailia,
Apcording 10 the (British)
Famina Imguiry Commission,

natural causes such as fkoods pnd

the failure of crops were
responsibie for the famine, and
the number of deathe was
between ona and  beo millon,
imterestingly, 1hes 5 the ligure
menfionesd i the reviews of

Drstan® Thiundar in mast al the
national press, although the Ffilm
itgedf mentions a figure o fiva
million. Parhaps ihe Ilﬂuirv mata
under the Suparvisdn Sar John
Wondhead i still censigered in
Britgin tha anly reliable documant
mwadlable...

Purnishing
Bengal
In fect, the long larm causes of
the famine were  lirst, the

divarssan of land from rce to jule
— an irmpartant cash crop of the
British empire arid  gesconmdly
that hacausa of lack of agricultural
devalopmeant, Bengal had hecome
dependuant on rice frofm Burma

Tha more immediaie causes of
ihe tamene were the failure of the
governimant Lo de anytheng  aboat
it in the early Slages. The Briesh
tonk the opportunity 1o panisfh
Bangal for its part in the “Cuit
Indig” mosemant which started in
1847, The calonial governmeant
implamanted  ihe  Denial Policy,
which by presenting the use of
boas  increased  sigrvation 0
argas where the reer was the
valy means of ransport

Whaern starving villagers poured
i Calcutta thera were no ralsad
measures g1 all umil the numbar
of refugess was more than 8
hisedrad thausard, Free kitchens
were  then  opened, but  the
gavarnmant insestad an the use. ol
@ wery coarss grain not wsualby
EakEm !thI hurmans in Bengal. Tha
1= af this grain: unhusked lesd o
illne=s and dagih

Fighting
for food

What Aay's old brahmin said
WEE PUE, noE was requisitioned
for troops  and  for o maninan
wnrcprs  beought in from  oulsida
Bengel. In  Caleutis starving

e

A
AR, .’

British ‘concem’ — e Viceroy visits a food kitchen. Five million dled as & result of British policies

Faemibies would wait afl day owrside
military  establishments for  lefi-
owers, wihich woald then ned De
E::lun diractly 1o them, bul woukd

r throwin into rubbish bins wherg
singical dressings  from  near-by
hospitaks weere alss dimped

That wa=s  the  characrenglic
scena aof the  Bengal  faming:
human baings and . dogs fnuh1irl:1=
fer food in the rubbish dumips
white saldiers

British
pundits

These scones Aay has avoided,
giving us insemd the story of an
izolated  village, whesg @ an
almast spuriausly beautiful
landscaps  gangilive  charaoiers
sarffer discreatly. In doing 50 he
has made anly  oee point of
political significance: thal the lves
that wmare kst were worth living,

In the story, caste prosides an
intarasting  socondary  molil. To
the reviewers in London thal wias
the film's political theama. In faot
cagte had no mle @ play in '!Ill:l
Brengal famine, and no evarything
in Irela emanates from the caste
systermn as tha British pundits tend
ta believe. (of couwrse i you can
il Indiares apart, you can have a
owgh mme rawvawing - an  indian
film. D[harsk  Malcolm  in Tha
Guardian reported  1hai  the
heahmin's wife “sells harsedf for
food to the  deformed  siranger
whose advances she  had

praviusly  repulsed:  all  This
Malcobm tells us, = "besatilully
ohaarvad”” Parhaps 50 by
Malcobm:  unlorwnataly  for  him
i by Flomy the beahmin™s wite
does morb do thes, i1 15 done in Tact
by a  different, and differant
loakirg, waman.)

In Britain, the Bengal famine is
nesar mantioned as an imperialisd
airacily. Even [hasa anti-imparial
igts who are inlerested 0 adia
would chose  the Amritzar
meseacre of 1919 as the high-
poind of imperialisd  brutafity, Bul

the Bengal farmne 15 perbaps
more  relevand becausa "
characerisas than wy imperializn
kilts sl the 1Eme, by espropriatian
and stareation rather than with
guns &nd in india these mathods
did nor end with the Emping, thay

are being used  feday by med-
imperialisis  backed up by the
brdian bl rgmoisie,

The Bengal famine neads a

different film, one dhat relales o
gur lives now. In Distant Thunder,
Aay has given us only are alegy for




NE MILLION

ON THE DOLE

THERE ARE now nearly ONE MILLION unsmployed
workers in Britain, according to the Department af
Employpment. That maans in fact that themm ane well
over & million out of work, becausa there are glso many
thoussnds of unempleyed workers — mainly womean —
wiho pre ot counted becamse they do not sign on &l tha
Labour Exchanga. Alss, 75.722 people are ot of work
and cla-sed as *lemporarily stopped

By the end of the year, wamaid Denis Healey, thens
might e & million on the dols unless we tog tha line.
Well, s only April now and the threatoned level hes

alrnady bean ovar-reasched.

Meanwshile the trade union leaders sit rescling to the
reve Fgures like & rabblt trensficed by a bright light. The

more  mployment 18

threateed

the more They

iesce to Al sorts of cuts into our lving standards
under the guise of “maintsining the Social Contract”
Within hwo deys of the Budget. Foot was tmlfing the
Seanish TUC *“we dany that the Social Contract is dead
and desiroyed”. He didn't get 8 good recepisen e,
hecauss the Seottish TUE is pretty good st seunding -
woery 1-i-ierncious, [Remember? The whole of wasizrn
Seotiand was going 1o e on strike & Droops e SR
in 1o break Tha Glasgow dustcart drivers’ sirike... |n tha
awant, the men didn't even gl support Irom their onam

wriiany, thee TEGWLIT)

The full TUG is only gomd at sounding spineless and in
ditferent. Five days after the worker-battering Budget.
Lan Murray propounced, &1 the end of & TUC-Labous

Party Linison Committe mesting:
whals re-affirmed the contEisng Bmportands

“The masiing as &
i of the

Socanl Contract 1t was botalby aemaphed th_ut this was
still ot the centre of sconomic and soecial policy. and siill
tha best reans of sobdng the problams that Britein s

tacing. "

VWall, it's certainly helping to solve the problems that

British bosses would be fecing | the workerns “landbers'
ied & fight back against oll the attacks and abusss that
the weorking class has had thrown et 1.

H the Socipl Contract wis ewer wrillan on a piscs of
paper, it is high thme that il was tom (o pEces now, jursl

a8 tha Lobour

promises of i1s lame Manrfesto
that was also the key to the

prassnt, the poemsn

Gowvernmenlt has iom io pieces the

mosl Aotably,

Coniract: all-oul war sgainst unemploment

MORE THAN 200 workars
are  now on  official
[TRGWLU) sirike for trode
wmlon nghts ai  London
Aubber  Indwstrigs. anu
faciurars of Duréx confra-
captives and nubbar glovas.

The sirke 5 a focal poing
for local militants, since the
mAnapement @ 5 acbwisusty
rying 1o bresk the union, as
it hag el bo yedrs

The givike wwas
off by the mefusal of tha
managernent [ oporaie. &

chede-off gyswem for union
dues or o alow jime and
tacilities  for  stewards o
callact tham. The
management  also relised
g honour @ previows
agresment o re-negotisls 8
e pay figs  [tha present
hasic is just £29.40 a weaok]

LR who were pulled
up & few mantha age by the
Monopalies Commigsson for
makirygg excess profits  and
responded by spending
more on advenssing are
nel just anti-union, they are
viciougly racialist. Well owar
BO%E  of the wodkers @
bk, & rthe wendata of
thi managameant,
gupervisoes and  foreman
against  them &3  rade
whlonists [such hings as
sopping sick pay) has been

compoanced  with  Fecist
praclices; promotion s
resiricted 10 whees,  and
dalibprate  Sllempis  are
made tn confuse the black
warkars  ouver lhalr  mghis
and beredils

The men work a 12-hour
ghift, fpur days on, lour
days off, four nights on, four
fights off, making o 48
hour  weaek, with meal

breaks stoppod. The meaal
breaks themsalves are onky
hall an Bowr, and thare are
me  ten brasks of ten
minuiEe sach i tha hot
dirty and dusty conditions of
continume productsin.

The strike has had & lol of

support i iy fram
tacinrins and 1rade  union
fhranches; thefa's baen
bplacking, and help  with
round-th-clock H:.-he-:mg.
And the local LPYS have

Ales et their support
But, though & couple of
tha siewa an sirlke are

LONDON RUBBER
Fighting against
the sweatshop

woimen, e management
has 5o far  swccesstully
playesd divide and rule, wwth
the women  who work 0

the uAMma swrpatahiop
conditions  Tor maen more
appaling wiges =Lill
wroaking

Thess women ara mosthy
parl Gme workers and ana
being  ntimidaied . by the
managemell a5 they are
mozidy  rmaddle  aged  and
afraid 10 bose thew jobs and
pension  rights.  Mow - ihey
are being asked o do the

men's jobe. The manage-
menk = sl anass T
krop the women working,

and has even beon abila o
find  hitherte  unknoss
‘genarosity’. Az ena af the
pickeis todd WF, on the first
day of the swike ths
ranEgamEnt went ot and
bought  thirty pairs = of
protective  boots. lor  the
wamen in the Aukmatic
Glowes sections 10 work in.

Infamous.

tha
thi

HowRuwaer, wriily
alsgirgass  testars  and
quality controd  stafl  oul,
with  oificisl  backing  ard
sirong local soldariny, the
pirfkors  &re 0 & wery
detarmmined  moad  indaed,
The plehets WS
unanimois. 0 sayfing  that
there was no chance of
tham going back umil they
gat what they waried — full
wmion recognition, and new
pay BGOTARIGNG

Their will 10 change tha
corditieng ol g infamdaus
swealshop  wis  axpr
by one of the pickais who
il e My okl mans
wieicad here for 18 years. |
slarted wd months ago —
ard be's B Gnly  getiong
the same as rwa. What
makes mz mad is that the
gevernmant say he
natichal awarage wege 16
L8600 | dan't even sea EBD
Bt alane aarm L’

Donations and messages
ol  suppart e M Khan,
‘Hroad Howse', 208 Fore
Streat, Edmonion  London
HN18

A.H

Im WAS thart
tha hig fight at the ALUEW
Enginarring Saction's
Matlosaal Committam
meeting at Blackpool
would bBa over the
guestion of ““fixing =&
figure’  fior  tha  coming

weage claim.

For some time nos the
deeision bohwean the way
e Hight amd the Left in
fise WBdE UGN mEREEEl
hawe bean posing the
guestion of wage damands
has besn that the Ledt wand
w lix a definite figuree . for
the increase whibe the Righe
want the phrase 'a
substantial incraasa’
Maturally this phrase (B
tics @ slippery as  the
ernployers

Thee fmct that 1his teme Ehe
Left gave way very marky on
m the Right wing on this

WARWICK
STUDENTS'
RENT STRIKE
ESCALATES

Students at Warwick
Uniargity |(Coventry) have
been on eat strike  Sance
the cost of collegs
pccomdation want up by
33%. After threats from
the college that ront
sirikars  would not b
allowsd o take thaEir
degroes, tha Students
Unson et lasl wook o
demand the withdrawal of
thess wictimisation thraats
and tha freezing ol the
mnw  Spring Term  renis.
Sgveral hundred studenis
glsn started & sit-in ot the
sclminkstration  block  and

the university’s Uslephomne
exchanga.
The Trades Council

mighl.awwr:hp!md s
. ol ieneited  the

pocial  expanditure.
gludents olso  have tho
declarad suppor of
NALGD a TRG
members wosking on tha
CArTH L.

s going to be & vouegh
fight. Colonel Hobert
Hornby, ‘University
Devslopment  Oificer’ s
leading the onemy TOroRs,
and kg viewr iz thal renis
should go up even furihar
He has saéd that in tha
present economic climate
the riss froem £4.80 to
FG6.50 was nol enough,
and himied that bafors

e mdmimastration

will be irying to ex&cl
ranis of £7.650.
TEACHERS
AND THE
TROOPS OUT
MOVEMENT
There will ba a imachers'
workshop &t the TOM
conference on May 28th.
For those inlerasted i

going to  this workshop,
thara will be B pre-
conlarsnce - masting on
May 14th ot Bpm at 103,
Hedix Rosd. London SW2.

TEACHERS'
ARAMNK AND FILE
ANMNUAL COMFERENCE

Tha oponference (s now
schadubed for Juns 28th.
The dapdline for motons &
May Zrad. Nominatons [or
the EC and amendrments
to motions hawe o be sent
in by Jure Tih, and namas
of delegates by June 21st.

MATIOMAL
ABORTION
CaMPAIGHN
Thare wwill o MALC
contingants  on  the  May

Day march {1.30 May 1st
from  Arundal  Sirean,
Tharfes  Embankmant o
Hyde Park} and on the TUC
International ‘Women's
Yeor demonstration on
81k May. On May Sth,
thiere will be & rmaetirg a1
Ensax Road Woman' s
Canra |London M1} 10 co-
ordinale  aothon  betwesn
Hachney, Horngay and
Islirgton abortion campagn
groups,  And,  of  cours,
praparation for MAC'S own
Jumg 21l demonsination.
For more Infarmaticn,
contact MAC a1 B0 Railon
Aoad, Lendon SE24. O1-
2 74-8458.

AUEW WAGE CLAIM

Left without
a strategy

guestion reflects  thair
paralysis an the face of he
presenl  BCOnNEmIc  sdsation
and their demoralisation —
even  before  tha  official
declaration of all the msulks
in the recent slecons a1
the clear sign of he sbb ol
thelr ndluence  denong e
ke ared Rila

Speakar  piner
fromn both Left and  Righi
stressed  whal sesmed o
them to be the rmgossibiliny
of fiwbng o figure for The
coming claim  because ol
the presant rase of inflation
H the Lell bt rthowght about
it, however, no Such
probilam reafly exists. Thare
i o oorthly resson why &
definite  fagure cannol e
fiwed might now  which
weould rise with Increases
in the cost of Fwing,

Track

In l@ct the moimant e
guestion of rapid milaticn is
psed, ihis kind of

speaker

“msomator clause” ought to
b bl o the agresmend
itsell Tha union is peefechly
well equipped Lo Irack the
rime i the cosl ol lidirdg and

io  domand that
membars Are
conmperiaabed 107 it

Thea figure thal the Leit
haas wanted 1o i is C80 &8
the minimum rate for
craftamen, for 2 35 howr
wask The high figure was
it in fasll opposad by the
riggil  wing Ehey  juiEl
wranted any definits Tigures
alaminated

Tha reason wihy the Lef
is locussing on this figura

thaeia
Fully

can be  found in the
recurrent  problem  within
the wnginesaring  induskry.
That =, thé andrmous
disparity in wnsge rases and
pamengs  feoen plant 1o
plant, district to disirict and
indiEstrial sector L]

imdusicial gacior meares that
hardly svyholy works at the
basic rales  emeay,  The
rasult = that thaaa wi ane
wall anough organised W
fight tor & higher basic have
litle 3 bancht from  that
fight. wiile rhose who hdve
much 1o {ain Bre axircmiesy
weitak and wncenorganisad.
The arbitrery Tiking of &
Wigh fegure, however,. will
il galve tha  problem
can only A sohed by &

moare solid e
e wWnbon @t
coipled with & wage policy
which srguees lor incresseds
o existing basic rates (nod
only the minimaim  rates)
Thiz needs o be combined
with a sliding scale — that
Is, am  aimate cost oof
lwirey  ncrampn  §o  fully

mant of
Ligss

comgenspa  tha  fall in
membars”  real | e8rnings
wfter 1o

The Leit's privsant

wraakness seoms o have
infispnd it 1o line op with
e Right m the name of
unity. Thisg daspite
Seankon's stalsment eariior
in the wesek that the Budgeat
was dearmetrically  opposed
o e TUC  recommend-
ations  of bnfusing  £1,000
it the  econamy™  and
:-unfn?'tinp et this bodes
il for the Social Conirect,
ihin issue was skirted round
by tha delegates, few ol
whom had a word 1o
B85 Tor tha B but rone
ol whom waned 0 cul the
chiord of the Secipl Contract,

WIMPEY BAR WORKERS SET
A MAY DAY EXAMPLE

All London's Wimpey bars
wiil ba clossd on May Day
this yemar. whan over BOD
|mmasthy Turkish) workers in

London Huoares

Two and tha repeal of the
conspiracy lawa, Their
Shop Stowerds Commities
decision  was  readily
endorgad by tha
Internationasd Branch of the
TRGWL,

This nagifinend,
solidarity BCEon comas from
a sedion ol immagrant
workers wi i WO
u amised  witdl abowt 18
] ago. They usad o
ba padl probably the lowest
wrafpes in the entire CRIGTING
industry  (iself  noloriousky
e padll. waiters  gedting
26p an hour and working
anything up o 100 howrs &
week {31l 12 for 7 days) o
seratch together £25

Since they hewe Boen
arganissdd, non-one  eanns
fess then £33 for @ A0 hour
weerek

It fresk theee sirdes woget

to thel stnge. The Tirsh s

for recogniion and Eseed 3
days, with just 13 places in
South London involwsd By

the nima of the socond
strike, 0 Docember 1973,
all

London's G0 Wimpay
astablishesents  had  ean
brought in on the siiegghe
and they won & wBge
incroase  and - procedural
ggresmeants, This yoar they
cama oul agiin and wan
arother wage chiinm.

They v menw jpat B vl of
organigation  that = many
traditionally well  unionised
workers  might enwy.  The
managemenl  mow  daren’t
take amy  Sbapd  swthowt
consalting  the  11-strong!
shop  siowards  Gommitbes.
Im the kast dispuls, swhan

bwdge @1 o, & mEEs
mesting 0 worki hours
thramened o s.l':lu the
niuf doy and Tha hn:l;n‘:u
acked —down )
wanrkers  have dl%‘ all
&l apckings, - mand
alieampis b0 divide them
such as, during the second
strike, Ehe seiting up of o
of the lesifing mililanis In
business i [heer own cales.
Experiance  with  the
lice on pecied lines his
thesir  acive  solidarity
for the tem jeiled pickets B
Wimnpey workefs  were
arrested in ona o the
struggles. 1t s this Pefinar
feelang with the Shrewsbury
Two which i3 responsible
for the May Dy posiers you
will see in London's
Wimpey bars a1 the
moimea, and far the 5000 or
S0 Shronuy  Contgent ey
expesct B3 howe  on el
winek's demonstration,

From page one

MOTOR

INDUSTRY

And the only way ol
doing that & by raising the

waorkers produciivity
without paying for the
increased output.
thai  macams
SACKINGS and SPEED-
UP.
It i3 estimated
unofficially that 15000 Lo

HLO000 will be cut from the
workforee over the next 3-
4 yeprs, This |8 on fop of
the current demand  for
5000 redundancies, and
om op of the 100X jobsa
wipsed out in the kst 15
months,

Acconding o Ryder,
this will ensure that there
are jobs in  the 198l
What an offer! Loss your
job now Lo one in [0
vears' time, Ploe ten years'
speed=up....

How will the new
Matonal Shop Stewards
organisation  face  this
chinllemnge? Eddee
MeGarry, chairman ol the
BLMC shop stewards
cocmmittee, sald that the

mansgement  refused 1o W H
]

new committee  would operstion can be pul into

press  for  Gowernment reverst — that =, returned

action Lo the molof L privete indusiry — all

industry’. ere ix @& the more eagly,

danger here, Any identif-  And therc can he A0

icatton  of the needs of
=the industry” and  the
interests of the workers
could lead straight  into
the trap of workers thkmg
responsibility for the state
of the industry aod
geaing conned into making
=wcrifwces™ for it: Alread
the new boss Alex Par
has  sand cIEIin:iti_-.- that

‘participaiion implies
.ﬂfm.&m, angd Harold
Wilsom spelt out thal sy

more money after the first
insialment would be
conditional on  “good
Inbour relations nmd  high
productivity™.

The power to opefabs
thiz blpckmail is of course
increased by the fact thai
the Ciovernment has sde-
stepped the  quesition of
nationalisntion. Instead, it
has opied for buying up
shares (at nearly (wice the
going raic) and under-
writing & neéw shares isaue
o as to hald @ ¢lear
majority, This means hoth
that private industry can
feed dirceehy off the frods
of the Government invest-
ment and that the whole

dou what Wilson has in
minel, It was  he  who
attncked BLMOC  workers
just afier the Mew Yeas as
ing “workshy". (At least
this i knocks that
lond of nonsense into W
cocked hat when il says
“We do nol subscribe Lo
the view that all the ills of
BL cam be kabd at the door
of & strike-prone  and
workshy labour loree,")

STUBBORN

Il the new National
Swwards organisalion can
reslat becoming  enmeshed
in thew deals and schemes
which leave the workers Lo
carry the can and the bad
pews; if #ocan pal up
gtubborn fight — in the
weth of all the ti:lnloﬂ

i keep  jobz &
delend worki
conditions; i so, 1t coa
be uble to give leadership
to the whole of our class
In the struggle against the
ermployers and the Labour
CGioverameni’s anik
working class measures in
hoodting whem ployment.
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